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Paul Bruce
● Started a Primary school teacher
● In 1997- 2000 I was a partner in sports management company with athletes through the 2000 

Olympics in hockey, swimming & paddle
● Daughter Alison, played 50 international tests and member of the gold medal Hockeyroos team 

at the 2010 Commonwealth games in India.
● 15 years in community sport & recreation in a senior management role with Surf Life Saving 

Australia and was the CEO of Hockey NSW for 5 years
● In 2012 I stepped into the wonderful world of search and recruitment in sport
● In 2016 I started my own recruitment consultancy Left Field Sports. I have worked in partnership 

with many national sports recruiting CEO’s, High Performance Directors, Game Development and 
Event Managers

● I am committed to investing back in the sports & recreation sector, as it is my observation at 
present there is a not enough focus on nurturing future leaders and a clear career pathway for 
sports grads through to senior management levels.



@sportsgrad Reuben Williams & Paul Bruce



@sportsgrad Reuben Williams & Paul Bruce



@sportsgrad Reuben Williams & Paul Bruce



@sportsgrad Reuben Williams & Paul Bruce



@sportsgrad Reuben Williams & Paul Bruce



Today…

● What you want to be known for - Potential

● How to be known - Networking

● How to scale who knows you - LinkedIn
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What you want to be known for
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A motivated individual who's connected to 

the mission and develops compounding 

knowledge & networks that enables them to 

deliver the greatest return for the business

The Dream Hire
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Potential

1. Leadership

2. Emotional Intelligence

3. Creative thinking

4. Initiative

5. Previous results
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What you know 
about yourself What they 

ask for

Build the Backend
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STAR
Situation/Task Action Result

Question: Tell me about a 
time you completed a 
project that made you 
proud.

In my final year of university 
I was the President of the 
Deakin University Sport 
Society. Here, it was my job 
to lead an organisation 
whose aim was to prepare 
students for a career in 
sport, primarily through 
events.

To ensure we were able to 
have a profound impact, I I 
introduced key objective 
setting, schedules of 
planned activities and 
tasks, an overall strategic 
plan, restructured the 
organisation and 
implemented evaluation 
systems

Ultimately we were able to 
increase membership by 
71% in one year (125 to 213+) 
and hit out lofty target of 
200 members
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Your turn…
Answer one of these questions:

1. Tell me about a time you used leadership to achieve an outstanding result?

2. Tell me about a time you used initiative to achieve an outstanding result?

3. Tell me about a time you used emotional intelligence to achieve an 

outstanding result?
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Be known by many



To make an impact, 
come prepared



The Networker

A cheat sheet to:

● Arrive prepared and confident

● Create strong connections

● Avoid wasting time
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Connect to goals and person
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Make it mutual
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Be intentional
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Review and action
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Scale who know you



@sportsgrad Reuben Williams & Paul Bruce



@sportsgrad Reuben Williams & Paul Bruce



Use content to attract

Time consuming: 
Submit job applications

Efficient: 
Establish trust



“How can I stand out from the crowd?”

1% of LinkedIn profiles post content.
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SIGNAL VALUE

LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE

EMOTIONAL
INTELLIGENCE

PREVIOUS 
RESULTS

CREATIVE 
THINKING
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SHARE WHAT YOU DO

WEBINARS WORK

PODCASTS AND 
BOOKS STORIESACHIEVEMENTS
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CONTENT MATRIX
WEBINARS WORK PODCASTS BOOKS ACHIEVEMENTS STORIES

LEADERSHIP

INITIATIVE

EMOTIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE

CREATIVE 
THINKING

PREVIOUS 
RESULTS

@sportsgrad Reuben Williams & Paul Bruce



@sportsgrad Reuben Williams@sportsgrad Reuben Williams & Paul Bruce



@sportsgrad Reuben Williams@sportsgrad Reuben Williams & Paul Bruce



@sportsgrad Reuben Williams@sportsgrad Reuben Williams & Paul Bruce



@sportsgrad Reuben Williams@sportsgrad Reuben Williams & Paul Bruce



Posts: 542
Impressions: 1.88m

June 2021 to May 2022
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CidT0SUq1v8


We’ve landed 202 jobs in sport
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The SportsGrad Community

www.sportsgrad.com.au/community

● Learn from experts
● Grow your network
● Access exclusive jobs

First Month Free Code: UNISPORT
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Join our community

www.sportsgrad.com.au/community

● Learn from experts
● Grow your network
● Access exclusive jobs

First Month Free Code: UNISPORT

This week only
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